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Israel hits PLO camp at sensitive
time, with King Hussein in US
ook The Gvan Scionce orler

. . Jeruselem

Israeli jets bombed Palestine Liberation Orga-
nization headquarters Tuesday in a suburb of the
Tunisian capital, 1,200 miles from Israel.

Israeli military sources took pains to say that
the raid was in retaliation for the slaying last week
of three Isrseli civilians on . They esti-
mated that the bombing raid killed 30 to 50 people.

The strike comes at a pelitically. sensitive time.

_ King Hussein of Jordan is in Washington and has
publicly reaffirmed his. commitment to pursue
jointly a peaceful settlement to the Palestinian
problem with PLO chairmasn Yasser Arafat.

‘““This certainly serves notice to the King,” said .
one Western analyst. Israel has warmned Hussein
about the PLO's growing in Jordan.

In Washington, White House
Speakes said that, from what was known so far, -
the raid was “‘a legitimate response and an expres-
sion of self defense.”’

In a Tel Aviv press conference after the raid,
Defense Minister Yitzhak Rabin said the time had
come for Israel to strike at those responsible for
decisionmaking in the PLO as well as at guerrillas.
Mr. Rabin dismissed the idea that the raid could
damage the peace process, saying that he believed
PLO terrorism was the main factor jeopardizing
chances for peace in the region.

Egypt, however, immediately announced that it

had suspended talks with Israel aimed at settling the bor-
der dispute between the two countries, and it condemned
the air raid as a criminal act. - . S
Israeli officials across the political spectram ha
joinedinmcentdaystodenouncetbePwasa‘m'onst

organization that is unacceptable as unegochﬁn(pmi;

in any peace talks.

Israeli officials had warned that the shooting deaths of
the»thmelsraelitouﬁstswouldbeavmgad:Thethree
men — two Palestinians and one British citizen — who
shot the Israelis on board their yacht in Larnaca said
theywaenotauociatedwiththel’w.ThePlﬂqf.ﬁu
in Nicosia denied the men were PLO agents. Israel} intel-
igence, however, insisted the men were part of an elite
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ritories it has occupied since 1967 has put pressure on the

government to strike against terrorism. It is likely that a _
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Israell jot fighters attacked PLO~ -
headquerters in Tunis on Tuesday.

i prove of the Tunisian raid.
But the raid most analysts here. Israel has
: . P. o’. I ,‘4- ,'*Z
after larael forced the guerrilla fvean. Dheleyit-
in 1982. News reports then said thes thy Dikited States

viewed in Tunis, however, have repeatedly said that the
Tunisian government keeps tight control over the PLO
and strictly regulates its presence in the capital.

One Western analyst speculated that Israel chose to
strike at Tunis “because they couldn’t hit Jordan’; while
King Hussein was in Washington.

. Since Hussein agreed last February jointly to pursue

a peaceful settlement with Arafat, the PLO administra-
tive presence in Amman has increased. In the past two
months, Israel has issued several warnings to the King
that it believes the growing presence of the PLO in Jor-

During Hussein’s visit to New York and Washington,
Israeli Prime Minister Shimon Peres has cautiously wel-
comed the King’s public statements that he wants to ne-
gotiste peace directly with Israel “under appropriste aus-
pices.” But the prime minister repested again Tussday

" PLO is becoming more moderste and has the

notion of negotiating peace with Isvasl. The King has
memmwmmamm
Shaltz have balked at inchuding the b mma
mally accepts Israel’s existence. In a weekend telovision
~MMnShuhzw&u&oqmﬂnof
PLO participation in the process was still a point of con-
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In a mission comparable to to-
day’s for precision and surprise,
Israel rescued a planeload of Israeli
hostages at the Entebbe, Uganda,
airport, 2,200 miles from Israel on
July 4, 1976, but it used an airport
in neighboring Kenya as a staging
area.

The pinpoint precision of today’s
raid was reminiscent of some Israeli
bombing during the siege of west
Beirut in 1982. Then, several build-
ings thought to have been regularly
used by Arafat were destroyed—
sometimes within minutes of his
reputed departure—while adjoining
structures were left untouched.

Diplomats credited the Israelis
with almost perfect timing, noting
that Israel mtelhgence apgarentlx

"had Tearned that Arafat, ever wary

' THE WASHINGTON POST

and secretive about his travels, had
own back from Morocco only fast
night,

Palestinian sources said the Is-
raeli raid today should silence
Arafat’s critics among the PLO dis-
sidents who have accused him of
wanting to sell out to Israel by en-
tering peace negotiations with King
Hussein of Jordan.

In the attack cited by Israel as
provoking the ‘retaliatory raid,
three Israelis—two men and a wo-
man—were killed in their yacht in

Larnaca, Cyprus, by three pro-Pai- -

estinian gunmen, who are now in
Cypriot custody. Israel has blamed
Force 17, and a caller to a western
news agency in Jerusalem claimed
responsibility for the slayings on
behalf of Force 17.

But Arafat's wing of the badly
split PLO has denied responsibility
for the killings, and one of the gun-
men told reporters, “We belong to
no organization.”

The government of Cyprus said
Monday that from its investigations
and interrogation of the three al-
leged assailants, one of them a Brit-
on, “so far, no evidence has
emerged leading to the conclusion
that some organization” was in-
volved. Some Palestinians later
charged that the Israelis were es-
pionage agents, but Cypriot officials
have said they have found no evi-

-dence that they were.

Diplomatic sources warned that
the United States might be accused
of collusion with Israel in the raid.
They reasoned that many Tunisians
would question whether the U.S.
6th Fleet, which is reported to be
off the Tunisian shore as a show of
support for Tunisia in a current dis-
pute with Libya, had been able to
detect the Israeli intruders and
could have alerted Tunisia.

Military sources noted, however,
that unless the Israelis had been
detected at higher altitudes while
still in the eastern Mediterranean,
even sophisticated equipment
aboard the U.S. vessels would have
had trouble picking up the Israeli
aircraft in their low-level approach.
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